
With playful art and a simple, rhyming structure, 
APART, TOGETHER is a delightful read-aloud and the 
perfect way to talk about all the wonderful ways that, 
so often, the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.

Using everyday scenes such as gardening, mixing 
color, playing a sport, and playing with blocks, APART,
TOGETHER invites children and their grownups to read,
discuss, play, imagine, and together, be curious about the
connections that make up their world. Having these types of
conversations helps children build the muscle to see not only
objects — a bee, soil, a soccer player— but to imagine how the
interconnections and interactions among those objects can
create something entirely new. 

With each new page, critical thinking skills grow (such as
observation, prediction, and sharing their ideas about how
change happens) and the brain itself grows! And whether
you’re 5 or 55, imagining how different parts interact to
produce the results we see, is the first step in “systems
thinking.” Developing early habits to imagine
interconnections helps children feel more confident when
dealing with complex problems as they grow.

“A meditation on how separate things
might make something new when they
come together.” 
— Kirkus Reviews

Author: Linda Booth Sweeney
Illustrator: Ariel Rutland
Published by: Balzer + Bray
Genre: Children’s Nonfiction | Reader: Age 4-8
ISBN: 9780063264618 | ISBN 10: 0063264617
Trim size: 9” x 10” | Format: Hardcover, 40 pages
Release date: October 17, 2023
List Price: $19.99
Subject(s): JUVENILE NONFICTION: Concepts / General
Science & Nature / General (see also headings under
Animals or Technology) / Curiosities & Wonders

For three deceptively simple questions you can use to help
children be Curious About Connections, scan here. 

ARIEL RUTLAND is a designer and illustrator 
who has worked with brands such as Martha
Stewart, Birchbox, Apartment Therapy,
Minted, and Pottery Barn. This is her debut
book. She specializes in simple, colorful, bold
artwork with a child-like spirit and textural 
elements. She lives in the Philly suburbs 
with her husband and three sons (who are 
at the perfect age for APART, TOGETHER).
Visit her online at ARIELRUTLAND.COM

PURCHASE BOOK HERE!

A book about the magic of
everyday transformations!

LINDA BOOTH SWEENEY is an author, speaker
and Ms. Frizzle fangirl. She uses science, art,
stories, and humor to encourage people of all
ages to be curious about the connections that
shape our world. She writes books for children
and adults and creates games, animations,
mixed reality – even puppet shows – to invite
diverse audiences to embrace “systems
thinking.” Linda holds a doctorate from
Harvard’s Graduate School of Education. Visit
her online at LINDABOOTHSWEENEY.NET 
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